Forum – Jurisprudential Cross-Fertilization: An Annual Overview

Beginning with the 2010 issue, the Yearbook includes a new Section, aiming to compare and analyse the interconnections between the decisions of international courts and tribunals, as a way of exploring and examining judicial dialogue and the development of common legal principles and concepts in all branches of international law. To this end we have chosen to focus on the areas of international law, in which different international courts operate; the new section will consist of six modules corresponding to the areas listed below:

Module I. CRIMINAL LAW – The Relationship Between Decisions of International Criminal Tribunals and Their Relationship with Decisions of the ICJ or Another International Court or Arbitral Tribunal

Module II. EUROPEAN LAW – The Relationship Between Decisions of the European Courts and Their Relationship with Decisions of the ICJ or Another International Court or Arbitral Tribunal
Module III. HUMAN RIGHTS LAW – The Relationship Between Decisions of the Courts of Human Rights and Their Relationship with Decisions of the ICJ 

Module IV. ECONOMIC LAW – The Relationship Between Decisions of the WTO and the ICJ or Another International Court or Arbitral Tribunal 

Module V. INVESTMENT LAW – The Relationship Between Decisions of the ICSID Tribunals and the ICJ or Another International Court or Arbitral Tribunal 

Module VI. INTERNATIONAL JUDICIAL DECISIONS RELATING TO DOMESTIC LAW – The Relationship Between Decisions of International Tribunals and National Jurisdictions

The first two modules were activated last year; the modules III and VI are to be activated this year, whereas the others will be activated at a later stage. The commentaries in each module will provide a general overview dealing with matters listed above, with an examination and evaluation of the fundamental issues relating to each of them; however, not all the modules will be offered annually but only whenever there are developments in each of them that will be interesting to note.
The Yearbook is the first academic journal to present an annual overview of the process of jurisprudential cross-fertilization between the courts, based on the drafting and systematic classification of legal maxims (i.e., points of law decided by various international courts) in the Section entitled “Decisions of International Courts and Tribunals”. A comprehensive and complete survey by eminent international law scholars exploring, evaluating and documenting this process has the potential to enhance our contribution and thus further guide our understanding of how to reduce conflicts and create an effective exchange of legal reasoning between different courts. The aim is to promote a favourable environment for the courts to advance the process of judicial cooperation with a view to the possible harmonization of legal principles governing the global community.
