
Echoes of Cook
Ambitious Aims, World-changing Consequences

Saturday 22 September, 9am–4.30pm
A seminar exploring the legacy and  
inevitable controversy of Cook and his voyages,  
in conjunction with the exhibition Cook and the Pacific.
 

John Cleveley (c.1745–1786),  
Discovery and Resolution at an Island  
in the Pacific, 1777 (detail), 1780s,  
nla.cat-vn321742



Time Speaker Topic

9–9.15am Dr Marie-Louise Ayres
Director-General
National Library of Australia

Welcome to the National Library of Australia

Tyronne Bell   
Thunderstone Aboriginal Cultural and Land  
Management Services

Welcome to Country

9.15–10.15am Laura Walker
Co-curator of James Cook: The Voyages
The British Library

An outline of the British Library’s James Cook and 
Joseph Banks collections, including highlights 
relating to Australia and a brief look at the recent 
James Cook: The Voyages exhibition. (10 mins)

Andrea Hart 
Head of Special Collections, Library & Archives
Natural History Museum, London

Penguins, Parkinson and the Pacific: the natural 
history artists and their artwork from Cook’s voyages 
held at the Natural History Museum, London.  
(10 mins)

Emilie Cloos
Conservator
The National Archives (UK)

Investigating Captain Cook’s journeys in the Pacific: 
conservation science at The National Archives, 
London. (10 mins)

Nirmala Balram  
Conservator Ethnographic Objects and Sculpture
Museum of New Zealand, Te Papa Tongarewa

Unlocking the treasures within collections at Te Papa: 
conservation approach to taonga (Maori and Pacific 
treasures). (10 mins)

Mark Sykes 
Maori Registrar
Museum of New Zealand, Te Papa Tongarewa

A Maori perspective on couriering taonga from  
Te Papa Tongarewa to the National Library of 
Australia. (10 mins)

Dr Susannah Helman 
Co-curator of Cook and the Pacific
National Library of Australia

Many options, one exhibition: highlights from the 
National Library of Australia’s collections in Cook and 
the Pacific. (10 mins)

10.15–10.45am Dr Martin Woods
Co-curator of Cook and the Pacific
National Library of Australia

Martin Woods leads a panel discussion between 
curators and couriers about the Cook and the Pacific 
exhibition, the objects within, Cook’s voyages and 
Cook himself.

10.45–11.15am Morning tea break

11.15am–12.30pm Shane Carriage and Victor Channell
Ulladulla Aboriginal Land Council

Alberta Hornsby and Loretta Sullivan
Endeavour River

Stella Pahulu Naimet
ACT Tongan Language and Cultural School

Manutuufanga Naufahu
Canberra Oceania Cultural Centre

Toa Fulivai Takiari
Canberra Oceania Community Alliance 

Rae Johnston
Editor of Gizmodo Australia, producer and host of 
Static Podcast and host of That Startup Show. 

A panel of First Nations voices discusses the 
continuing impact of Cook and his voyages on  
First Nations peoples today.

The panel will be facilitated by Wiradjuri woman and 
media personality Rae Johnston.

12.30–1.30pm Lunch break

1.30–2.15pm John Robson
Map Librarian
University of Waikato

A Chain of Surveyors: Cook to Stokes

2.15–3pm Michel Tuffery 
Polynesian artist

Mapping the collaboration and interaction on first 
contact between Tupaia and Cookie, his crew,  
the scientists and artists.

3–3.30pm Afternoon tea break

3.30–4.30pm Professor John Maynard
Director
Purai Global Indigenous and Diaspora Research 
Studies Centre
University of Newcastle

James Cook: An Aboriginal Perspective


