RETROSPECTIVE SCREENING OF
NORTH KOREAN FILMS

Angone interested in contemporarg North Korea is warmlg invited to attend a uniquc series

of rctrospcctive flm scrcenings bg dr. Leonid Petrov

6-8 May 2008 from 6 to 8 PM, in Room G051, Melville Hall
Australian National University, Canberra, ACT 0200

Please note that the films shown have no subtitlcs, but will be Preceded by an exPIana’corg sgnopsis
in English. Dr. Leonid Petrov (RSPAS, ANU), who has been s’cudying and teaching North Korea-
related subjcc’cs for many years, will Provicle a brief introduction and lead the discussion. Dr. Petrov
Is currcntlg working on the Projects “Historical Conflict and Reconciliation in East Asia” (ANU-~ARC)
and “North-South Interfaces on the Korean Peninsula” (French CNRS-EHESS).

TUESDAY 6 MAY: THE DESTINY OF KUMHUI AND UNHUI [ 3¢} 23] ¢] £m]
(1974, Dir. by Pak Hak and Om Kilsén, 101 min. No subtitles; synopsis in English)

Room G051, Melville Hall: 18:00 - 20:00

One of the classics of North Korean cinematography, this film
emulates the best cxamples of Soviet and Chinese ﬁ'lmmaking
traditions. The story is based on the famous novel bg Paek lrljun
about two twins separatcd bg the Korean War-. Having lost contact ’
with each otlﬂer, the sisters live in the very different societies +
scParatecl 139 civil and iclcological conflict. Kiimhiii lives a happg and

comfortable life in North Korea, where she can see her talent for

singing and dancing fulfilled. Her sister, f]nhﬁi, on the contrary, is
destined to suffer in the Soutlﬁ, surrounded bﬂ social evils and

class inequality.

This film laments the national division and claims the suPcriority of
the socialist sgs’cem."l'hc film wonclcmcu“g Portrags the grim reali’cg of
evcrgclay life shortlg after the Korean War.




WEDNESDAY 7 MAY: OUR FRAGRANCE [$-2] 9] &71]
(2003, Dir. by Chdn Chongp’al, 85 min. No subtitles; synopsis in English)

Room GO51, Melville Hall: 18:00 - 20:00

This film reflects the earlg clﬂanges and nascent conflicts that cmcrgecl in North

Korean societg after the introduction of market-oriented reforms in Julg 2002.

Foreign cultural inﬂuences, growing materialism and consumerism are believed to

create obstacles for the advancement of Korcan~st9]e socialism.

‘;,- ch“mgho, a researcher-scientist who

%;gj%% %%)' dcvelops new tgpes of the traditional dish

imch'i, comes from a conservative Familg.
Fim Our Fragrance ) )

He tries to preserve and mcorPora’ce the
traditional values into modern life. A young guide~interpreter,
Saebgél, who works for an international travel company, is over!g

accustomed to the lhcestgle influenced bg Foreign traditions. The

two meet at the fashion show in Pgonggang, where their

Participation becomes a major trial to both them and their families.

THURSDAY 8 MAY: THE SCHOOLGIRL’S DIARY [3F Ut o] 7]
(2006, Dir. by Chang Inhak, 93 min. No subtitles; synopsis in English)

Room G051, Melville Hall: 18:00 - 20:00

One of the most recent films Producecl in North Korea, The Schoolgirl’s
Diarg immeclia’ce!g hit the box-office record [oca“g, won a Prize at the
2006 International Pyongyang Film Festival, and even found its way
overseas. The film chronicles a giri's life throughout her school years,

‘FU” OF mundane Pl‘OblCmS SUCI"I as PCCT‘ PFCSSUT‘C and concerns over

moneg.

The main cl'laracter, Surydn, is Preparing to make a major decision
on what to do with her life after school. She analgses her
childhood and c]ucstions her Parents’ difficult life. Surydn’s Familg
lives in a rundown country housc, her mother is suﬁcering from
cancer, and her father is a workaholic who sPends clays and nigl'lts
at the Factorg working on a scientific Prcﬂect. Tensions at home

and school translate into depression and disenchantment with her

parents. However, one clag Surydn comes to realise her selfishness

and immaturitg.



