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Alban Bensa who passed away in October 2021 made an important contribution to anthropology in
New Caledonia. This CFP aims to assemble contributions for a special issue of the JSO.

Alban Bensa (1948-2021), director of Studies at the School for Advanced Studies in the Social
Sciences (EHESS), Paris, will remain for all a great specialist on New Caledonia and the Kanak world
and, along with many fellow specialists on New Caledonia, a supporter of the independence struggle
(Bensa, 1995). In his anthropological reflections and writings, Alban Bensa was a precursor in the
advent of a new critical and transdisciplinary anthropology (Bensa, 1996, 2006). Following in the
footsteps of those mainly anglophone specialists who had largely combined anthropology and history,
he reaffirmed the necessary rehabilitation of historicity in the discipline of anthropology as well as the
importance of dialogue with linguistics, notably in the study of oral traditions (Bensa and Rivierre,
1976). By practising, in particular in New Caledonia, an involved and situated research, he devoted
especial attention to actors in their context and to their individual strategies (Bensa and Bourdieu,
1985; Bensa and Leblic ed., 2000).

Alban Bensa’s first visit to New Caledonia dates from July 1973. This was also his first contact with a
territory under colonial domination. This experience was made possible by the linguist and botanist
André-Georges Haudricourt and the linguist Jean-Claude Rivierre, with whom he began to learn PaicfT,
one of the Kanak vernacular languages, within the CNRS team of LACITO, of which he was a
member until the end of the 1990s (Leblic, 2020: §123). Back in France, under the guidance of the
LACITO linguists, he continued learning Paici. For more than forty years, this passion for language
and his collaboration with Jean-Claude Rivierre allowed him to collect narratives in the language in
which they were told — Cémuhi as well as Paict —, to transcribe them and to contextualise their
metaphorical or memorial strata after long interpretative discussions with speakers of the same
languages (see in particular Bensa and Rivierre, 1976, 1982). His ethnographic fieldwork, working as
closely as possible with his sources, and with attention to the strategies that make their words and
interactions possible, enabled him to grasp Kanak socio-political systems (Bensa, 2005; Bensa,
Goromoedo and Muckle, 2015). Alban Bensa always sought to place “at the heart of anthropological
knowledge, the ethnographic experience, the path of enquiry, and to pursue a critical, historical and
reflexive anthropology” (personal comment, 2014; see also Bensa and Fassin, 2002).

We would like this special issue to take the form of in-depth articles or more personal texts, offering a

critical view and exchange between Melanesian and European viewpoints (including those which offer
reflections on Alban Bensa’s own work and practice). While not wishing to be prescriptive, we would

especially welcome contributions addressing the following themes:

- ethnographic engagement;

- the importance of language;

- Kanak history and memory;

- interactions between actors according to the circumstantial logics of action and meaning in the
particular context of New Caledonia or elsewhere in Oceania;

- the transformations, imposed or chosen, of social practices.

A bibliography of Alban Bensa’s work will accompany the dossier.
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Contact
For further details concerning this CFP please contact the scientific editors of this special issue:
- Claude Grin (GSRL-EPHE-PSL), claude.grin@gmail.com

- Adrian Muckle (History Programme, Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand),
adrian.muckle@vuw.ac.nz

As well as the editors of the JSO:

- Isabelle Leblic, isabelle.leblic@cnrs.fr
- Raphaélle Chossenot, Raphaelle. CHOSSENOT @cnrs.fr
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Timetable and Submission Process

- 1 May 2022: send declarations of intent, including a title and abstract (1,000 characters
including spaces), to the special issue editors (see above) and the JSO board
(Raphaelle. CHOSSENOT @cnrs.fr and isabelle.leblic@cnrs.fr).

- 1 September 2022: submission of the final text (max. 60,000 characters including spaces) to
the special issue editors (see above) and the JSO board.

- Instructions for authors are available on the JSO
site: https://journals.openedition.org/jso/10756.

- September-November 2022: review of the texts by the special issue editors and requests for
modification if necessary.

- 1 December 2022: JSO’s editorial board will send the texts to external reviewers, and to the
members of the editorial committee.

- 1 May 2023: JSO’s editorial board will send the evaluation, and the reviewed and edited texts
to the authors for modification.

- 1 September 2023: Final version of the accepted texts to be sent to the editing committee.
Beginning of editing process by the JSO’s editorial board.

- Proofs will be sent out between September and October. The editorial board will not accept
any corrections, illustrations, or figures submitted from 1 November, 2023 onwards.

- Date of publication: end of November 2023.
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